[J] Samuel removed his phylacteries on the news of the demise 
of one who had enlightened his eyes in his learning of the 
Mishnah [E]. 


[K] And what is the case of one’s “enlightening his eyes in 
his learning of the Mishnah”? 


[L] It is one who taught merely so brief a passage as the 
following: [The two keys] — one goes down into the 
lock as far as its armpit, and one opens the door 
forthwith [M. Tam. 3:6F]. 


[M] (Now what is the meaning of, One goes down into 
the lock as far as its armpit? That it would go 
down for a cubit before it would open the door.) 


[1:6 A] On account of the patriarch, head of the court, and bad news: How do 
we know [from the Torah] that one tears his garment on these 
occasions? 


[B] It is from the following verse: “Then David took hold of his clothes 
and tore them; and so did all the men who were with him; and they 
mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan 
his son” (2 Sam. 1:12). 


[C] “For Saul’ — this represents the patriarch. 
[D] “And for Jonathan his son” — this represents the head of the court. 


[E] “And for the people of the Lord and for the house of Israel, because 
they had fallen by the sword” (2 Sam. 1:12) — this refers to bad news. 


[F] And how do we know that one tears his garment when hearing a curse 
of the Name of God? 


[G] “When King Hezekiah heard it, he rent his clothes, and covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord” (2 Kings 
19:1). 


[I:7 A] What is the law as to tearing one’s garment because he has heard the 
Name of God cursed by a gentile? 


[B] Let us derive the law from the following: 


[C] “When King Hezekiah heard the words of Rabshakeh, he tore his 
clothes and covered himself with sackcloth” (2 Kings 19:1). 


[D] | What is the law as to tearing one’s clothes on hearing the curse of an 
idolater [of the Name of God]? 


